
TO:  JAMES L. APP, CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM: ROBERT A. LATA, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
 
SUBJECT: REQUEST TO REMOVE OAK TREES - TRACT 2620 

(Vanderlip/Scanlan) 
 
DATE: FEBRUARY 1, 2005 
 
 
 
Needs: For the City Council to consider a request to remove thirteen (13) trees in 

conjunction with the development of the proposed 16-lot single family 
residential development.  
 

Facts:             1. Tract 2620 is located east of North River Road, north of Union Road, at 
the terminus of Via Lantana and Via Magnolia. See Attached Vicinity Map. 

 
2. The project has been deemed complete by Staff, but has not yet been 

scheduled for a public hearing with the Planning Commission. The 
applicants and staff agreed that the first step should be determining if the 
proposed oak trees could be removed or not. If the oak tree removals are 
not approved by the Council, the project will need to be redesigned. 

 
3. The Arborist Reports prepared by Chip Tamagni of A&T Arborist, were 

submitted on June 25, 2004, in conjunction with the submittal of the 
project.  An original report was done on February 28, 2004 with an 
addendum done on June 16, 2004. The reports indicate there are 1,040 oak 
trees located on the site. The conclusion of these reports indicated that nine 
(9) trees needed to be removed to accommodate the construction of the 
road. As shown on the Oak Tree Location & Lot Development Plan, 
attached, there are actually ten (10) trees that are proposed for removal for 
construction of the road.  

 
4. Of the three trees requested for removal with the construction of the 

homes, one (Tree No. 60) is a 7-inch Blue Oak that A&T Arborist has 
identified as dead. The other two trees (Tree No. 25 and No. 26) are in 
poor health, rated a 1 and 2 on a scale of 1-10, 10 being the best. 

 
5. As allowed for by the Oak Tree Ordinance, staff requested a second 

arborist review the condition of trees 25 and 26, to determine the condition 
of the trees and whether they need to be removed or not. Elder & Elder, 
ltd. Arborists, reviewed the two trees. Ted Elder concluded that the trees 
are not in good condition. He describes the trees as having “broken 
branches, galls, some mistletoe, wood pecker damage, poor structure, and 
are generally unsound”. Additionally he concluded that “these trees in total, 



will last only a few years before they fall, but before that branches will 
detach and therefore, they will be a danger to life and property”. See 
attached report from Elder & Elder, ltd. received on January 10, 2005.  

 
Analysis 
And Conclusion: Tract 2620 is a request to subdivide a 15-acre site into 16 lots ranging in 

size from 10,000 to 26,500 square feet for single family residential 
development. The property is located within the Union 46 Specific Plan 
Area, previously known as the Gillingwaters property. The Specific Plan 
estimated that the site could be developed into approximately 14 lots, 
with a minimum lot size of 10,000 square feet (note: the actual number 
of lots is determined by the General Plan and Zoning Code, and it 
appears that the proposed 16 lots would meet the density standards). 

 
 With the subdivision of the property, the Specific Plan anticipated that 

the connection of the streets now known as Via Lantana and Via 
Magnolia would be connected through the project, see attached Exhibit 
showing the proposed circulation with the Specific Plan area. The 
applicants along with North Coast Engineering have identified that in 
order to make the road connection; there is a need to remove ten (10) 
oak trees. 

 
 Staff consulted with the Emergency Services Department and 

confirmed that the connection of the two streets is necessary to provide 
adequate circulation in this area of the City. 

 
 The other three trees are proposed to be removed in relation to the 

construction of the homes. One of the trees (Tree No. 60) appears to 
be dead and the other two trees (Tree No. 25 & 26) have been 
identified as being in poor condition and are recommended to be 
removed by both A&T Arborists and Elder & Elder, Arborists.  

  
Besides the two trees proposed to be removed for proposed Lot 13, 
North Coast Engineering, as shown on the Oak Tree Location & Lot 
Development Plan included in your packet, is indicating that there will 
be sufficient area to build “custom” homes on the rest of the lots and 
there will not be a need to remove additional oak trees. 

 
 If approved by the Planning Commission, Tract 2620 & PD 04-016 will 

have conditions of approval applied to the tract and development plan 
that will require the applicant to record a constructive notice to future 
buyers that development of each parcel will be limited to the 
development envelope shown on the Oak Tree Location & Lot 
Development Plan, and no additional oak trees will be permitted to be 
removed in relation to the construction of the lots. 



 If the Council does not approve the removal of oak trees as proposed 
by the applicants, the project will need to be redesigned to 
accommodate the preservation of the trees. However, in light of the 
number of trees in the area and the need for adequate access to the 
proposed development, it would not appear feasible to totally avoid 
impacts to oak trees. 

  
 If Council does approve the removal of the trees, replacement trees will 

be required to be planted per the Oak Tree Ordinance. The developer 
will be required to plant twenty-five (25) 1.5-inch diameter “like-
species” oak trees as a replacement for the removed trees. 

Policy 
Reference: Paso Robles Municipal Code Section 10.01 
 
Fiscal 
Impact: None. 

 
Options: a..  Adopt Resolution No. 05-xx approving the oak tree removal request 

based on the need to remove ten (10) trees in order to construct the 
road, and an additional three (3) trees in order to build homes, and 
require a replacement ratio of twenty-five (25) 1.5-inch diameter Blue 
Oak and Valley Oak trees (or other combination of larger diameter trees 
totaling 37.25 inches) to be planted in a location that is appropriate for 
the species of tree as determined by a horticulture professional. 

  
 b..  Adopt Resolution No. 05-xx approving the oak tree removal request 

based on the need to remove ten (10) trees in order to construct the 
road, and the removal of tree No. 60, since it is dead, but require the 
applicant to redesign the subdivision to preserve Trees 25 and 26, and 
require a replacement ratio of eighteen (18) 1.5-inch diameter Blue Oak 
and Valley Oak trees (or other combination of larger diameter trees 
totaling 26.5 inches) to be planted in a location that is appropriate for 
the species of tree as determined by a horticulture professional. 

 
c. Amend, modify, or reject the above options. 

 
Attachments:  

1. Vicinity Map 
2. Union 46 Specific Plan Circulation Plan 
3. Oak Tree Location & Lot Development Plan 
4. Arborist Report from A&T Arborists dated February 28, 2004 
5. Addendum Report from A&T Arborists dated June 16, 2004 
6. Arborist Report from Elder & Elder, dated December 13, 2004 
7. Photo 1: Tree 25 
8. Photo 2: Tree 26 
9. Resolution to Approve  
10. Resolution to approve only trees for road and dead tree 



RESOLUTION NO. 05- 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES  
AUTHORIZING THE REMOVAL OF THIRTEEN OAK TREES WITHIN TRACT 2620 

(VANDERLIP/SCANLAN) 
  
 
WHEREAS, the City has received an application submitted by North Coast Engineering, on 
behalf of Vince Vanderlip and Mike Scanlan, to remove thirteen (13) Blue Oak and Valley Oak 
trees located within Tract 2620; and 
 
WHEREAS, the project is located east of North River Road, north of Union Road, at the 
terminus of Via Lantana and Via Magnolia; and 
 
WHEREAS, the removal of the trees are in conjunction with Tentative Tract 2620, an 
application to subdivide the property into sixteen (16) single family residential lots; and 
 
WHEREAS, ten (10) of the trees are located within the right of way of the proposed road that 
will connect Via Lantana with Via Magnolia; and 
 
WHEREAS, the connection of the road was anticipated with the Union 46 Specific Plan and is 
necessary for adequate circulation in this area of the City; and 
 
WHEREAS, three additional trees are requested for removal in relation to construction of the 
homes within the subdivision; and 
 
WHEREAS, besides the three oak trees allowed to be removed for the construction of homes 
on lot 6 and lot 13, no additional trees are permitted to be removed; and 
 
WHEREAS, Chip Tamagni of A&T Consulting Arborists and Ted Elder of Elder & Elder, have 
prepared an Arborist Reports, in relation to the tree removals; and 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of El Paso de 
Robles does hereby: 
 
1. Authorize the removal of thirteen (13) Blue Oak and Valley Oak trees within the right of 

way of the road connection between Via Lantana and Via Magnolia, within proposed 
Tentative Tract 2620; 

 
2. Authorize the removal of three (3) Oak trees for the construction of lots within tract 

2620, based on the trees being in poor health and beyond correction as indicated in the 
arborist reports prepared by A&T and Eleder & Elder; 

 
3. Require the applicant to plant twenty-five (25) 1.5-inch diameter Blue and Valley Oak 

trees within the tract. The replacement trees need to be planted in a location that is 
appropriate for the species of tree as determined by a horticulture professional. 

 
 



 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles this 1st day of 
February 2005 by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:  

____________________________________ 
 Frank R. Mecham, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Sharilyn M. Ryan, Deputy City Clerk 





RESOLUTION NO. 05- 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES  
AUTHORIZING THE REMOVAL OF ELEVEN OAK TREES WITHIN TRACT 2620 

(VANDERLIP/SCANLAN) 
  
 
WHEREAS, the City has received an application submitted by North Coast Engineering, on 
behalf of Vince Vanderlip and Mike Scanlan, to remove eleven (11) Blue Oak and Valley Oak 
trees located within Tract 2620; and 
 
WHEREAS, the project is located east of North River Road, north of Union Road, at the 
terminus of Via Lantana and Via Magnolia; and 
 
WHEREAS, the removal of the trees are in conjunction with Tentative Tract 2620, an 
application to subdivide the property into sixteen (16) single family residential lots; and 
 
WHEREAS, ten (10) of the trees are located within the right of way of the proposed road that 
will connect Via Lantana with Via Magnolia; and 
 
WHEREAS, an additional tree, tree No. 60 is dead and needs to be removed; and 
 
WHEREAS, the connection of the road was anticipated with the Union 46 Specific Plan and is 
necessary for adequate circulation in this area of the City; and 
 
WHEREAS, Chip Tamagni of A&T Consulting Arborists and Ted Elder of Elder & Elder, have 
prepared an Arborist Reports, in relation to the tree removals; and 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of El Paso de 
Robles does hereby: 
 
1. Authorize the removal of ten (10) Blue Oak and Valley Oak trees within the right of way 

of the road connection between Via Lantana and Via Magnolia, within proposed 
Tentative Tract 2620; 

 
2. Authorize the removal of one (1) Oak trees, tree No. 60, for the construction of lots 

within tract 2620, based on the tree being in poor health and beyond correction as 
indicated in the arborist reports prepared by A&T and Eleder & Elder; 

 
3. Require the applicant to plant eighteen (18) 1.5-inch diameter Blue and Valley Oak trees 

within the tract. The replacement trees need to be planted in a location that is 
appropriate for the species of tree as determined by a horticulture professional. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles this 1st day of 
February 2005 by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:  

____________________________________ 
 Frank R. Mecham, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Sharilyn M. Ryan, Deputy City Clerk 




























































